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GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH PHONE: ESsex 3-9433 


GEORGE HARRISON SANFORD KING 
1301 PRINCE EDWARD STREET 
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 


7-9-1958 


Mrs.Linwood Lewis Chapman, 
Box 182 
Smithfield, Virginia. 


Dear Mrs. Chapman: 


I was certainly disappointed not to see you at the First 
Families of Virginia dinner in Washington in April, and to learn too that 
you had severed your connections with the office of the Registrar General, 
N.S.D.A.R. I hope that you are again in Smithfield and enjoying yourself. 


I am sending you a copy of a letter written to Mrs. St. 
John Garwood, Austin 3, Texas. From the papers sent to me by Mr. Anthony 
R. Wagner, Richmond Herald, College of Arms, it appears a Mrs.Mullins of 
Fort Worth, Texas, [who I take to be a professional genealogist ] has clear- 
ed Mrs.Garwood's lineage to John Clayton who died testate in Isle of Wight, 
1759, and who she first finds on the records, 1734, when he bought land in 
Isle of Wight. 


Mr.Wagner does not feel that the research on this side is 
complete and that it is premature to begin a search in England; I am very 
much of his opinion. ' Fr 


You know there was a John Clayton (1665-1737) who seems 
to have come to Gloucester County, 1705. [10 Tylers 285] and was the father 
of several sons, one of whom was the prominent Dr.John Clayton (1685--1773) 
of Gloucester County, Botanist, who married 2 January 1723 Elizabeth Whiting. 
I do not have the detail, but I believe John Clayton of Charlotte county 
sprang fromthis group; he married Elizabeth Willis (born 1730), daughter of 
Col.Henry Willis (c.1690-1740) of Fredericksburg. John and Elizabeth Clay- 
ton appear on the Charlotte County records; some, if not all g@ftheir children 
moved to Georgia. Our late friend Dr.Clayéon Torrence told he he came from 
this group and I have no doubt his papers hold much on the Clayton family. 
I am sorry to say Mrs.Torrence tightly holds them; I had hoped so much they 
might be deposited in the Virginia Historical Society. 


With kind regards and best wishes, I am 


caylee yours, 


George ¥.S. King 
Fellow, American Society of Genealogists 


Dupatec ater 


7-9-1958 


Mrs. St.John Garwood 
2213 Windsor Road, A 
Austin 3, Texas. 


Dear Mirs.Garwood: 


Mr. Anthony R. Wagner, Réchmond Herald, College of Arms, Lon~_ 
don, England, has sent me certain papers [all of which are herewith returned | 
and requested that I look them over; this I have done. 


I am very much of Mr.Wagner's opinion that the work so far 
has not produced sufficient evidence that the immigrant to Virginia has 
been established fn John Clayton of Isle of Wight County (who died testate, 
1759] and that it is a premature move to begin the search in England at this 
stage. 


My work fis largely centered in the several counties in this 
immediate vicinity and as Isle of Wight and Nansemond County are a consider- 
able distance from me I think that one who lives near the point of search 
can much the better serve you. I recommend Mrs.Lewis Linwood Chapman, Box 
182, Smithfield, Virginia. Mrs.Chapman lives in Isle of Wight, is the com- 
piler of various works of historical and gencalogical import, and I think 
is well informed on the xgzavailable records. Of course I do not know the 
extent of Mrs.Mullens’ work, and there is a considerable difference in the 
manner records are searched. I note Mrs.Mullens says: "I searched not only 
all the early records of Isle of Wight County but also all the early records 
(available) for all the canties and Parishes in the entire area. 1734 is the 
first time your John [Clayton } appears anywhere". 


Lady, if this statement is true, then there is no use to write 
Hrs.Chapman, but I beg to state that I am fearful Mrs.Mullens means to say 
that she has searched the indexed records to deeds, wills; perhaps the print~ 
ed indexed parish records; and other sources, but very often the trained work- 
er finds that the tedious unindexed records, loose papers, &¢: hold constder- 
able data. Also the searcher familiar with the records in the locality ofter 
knows and employes various techniques unknown to many who dub themselves gen- 
ealogists. If you feel the same as Mrs.Mullins, viz., ... “that Virginia has 
been completed” there is no use to trouble virs.Chapman with the problem. 


Sincerely yours, 
George H.S. King 


Copy: Mrs.Linwood Lewis Chapman 





Duphea ti 


7 -9 ~ 1958 


anthony RK. Wagner, Esquire, 
Richmond Herald, College of Arms, 
Queen Victoria Street, 

London, E.C.@., England. 


Dear hic. Wagner: 


I have your letter of June 30th and was glad to hear from 
you. 


As Mrs.hullins seems to have cleared birs.Garwood's lineage 
to John Clayton who died testate in Isle of Wight County, 1759, I believe 
it would be far better for Mrs.Chapman to undertake the problem. She is 
on the ground end knows the records. I doubt that Mrs.Mullins has swept. 
Virginia clean; she probably means she has been unable to find in the in- 
dexed records of Isle of Wight any further item prior to 1734 when John 
Clayton purchased land there. While he may have been the fimmigrant I am 
very much of your opinion that it is more probable that he was not and 
that to begin the research in England at this time is indeed premature. 


I am returning Mrs.Garwood's papers to her and certainly 
hope that she is able to obtain the services of Mrs.Chapman. The Isle 
of Wight and other Virginia county records are available in Richmond, Va., 
at the Virginia State Library, via microfilm but this is unsatisfactory 
when it comes to tedious order book searches and line by line searches on 
difficult problems. I live 50 miles south of Washington, D.C., and 50 
mies north of Richmond, Va., and specialdze in the records in this vic- 

nity. 


It would certainly be pleasing to me to know that you are 
planning to attend the annual meeting of the American Society of Genealog- 
ist Octobdr 10-12, Annapolis, Maryland, which is but 40 miles from Washing- 
ton. 


Cordially yours, 


George H.S. King 


